
GOVERNMENT OF THE D~STRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl ica t ion  No. 13547, of t h e  George Washington Un ive r s i ty ,  pursuant  
t o  Sub-sect ion 8207.2 of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions ,  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  
except ion under Paragraph 3101.46 t o  cont inue t o  ope ra t e  a  motor- 
cyc le  parking l o t  a s  a  u n i v e r s i t y  use  i n  an R-5-C D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  
premises 2037 H S t r e e t ,  N.W., (Square 101,  Lot 817) .  

HEARING DATE : August 5 ,  1981 
DECISION DATE: August 5 ,  1981 (Bench Decision) 

FINDINGS OF FACT - 
1. The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  loca t ed  i n  an R-5-C D i s t r i c t  a t  t he  

n o r t h e a s t  corner  of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  21s t  and N S t r e e t ,  N . W .  

2 .  The proper ty  i s  c u r r e n t l y  be ing  used a s  a  parking l o t ,  
pursuant  t o  BZA Order No. 12062, da ted  June 4 ,  1976. C e r t i f i c a t e  of 
Occupancy No. B98799 was i s sued  on J u l y  2 ,  1976, t o  cover t h i s  u s e .  

3 .  The Univers i ty  r eques t s  permiss ion t o  cont inue use  of t h e  
l o t  f o r  parking of a  maximum of twenty-f ive  motorcycles and motor 
s coo te r s  f o r  s t u d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y  and s t a f f .  

4. Access t o  t h e  l o t  i s  by way of a  t e n  f o o t  p u b l i c  a l l e y  from 
21s t  S t r e e t .  

5 .  Photographs i n  t h e  record  i n d i c a t e  t h e  l o t  t o  be  paved, 
w e l l  landscaped and maintained.  

6 .  Because of t h e  seasona l  n a t u r e  of use  of motorcycles and 
motor s c o o t e r s ,  t h e  l o t  i s  n o t  normally f i l l e d  t o  capac i ty .  The low 
i n t e n s i t y  of use  r e s u l t s  i n  no dangerous o r  ob jec t ionab le  t r a f f i c  
condi t ions  . 

7.  The proper ty  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  f o r  which t h e  BZA has approved 
a  campus p l an  f o r  t h e  Univers i ty .  That p l an  proposes t h a t  a  Fine 
A r t s  Center be b u i l t  i n  t h e  northwest  q u a r t e r  of  t h e  s u b j e c t  squa re .  
This b u i l d i n g  w i l l  n o t  be  b u i l t  f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  t o  t e n  y e a r s .  

8 .  A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  Univers i ty  
had r ece ived  no complaints abodt t h e  s u b j e c t  l o t  because of n o i s e  o r  
t r a f f i c .  There i s  no a b u t t i ~ g  r e s i d e n t i a l  p rope r ty ,  wi th  t h e  c l o s e s t  
r e s i d e n t i a l  use  bein: 2- rooming house loca t ed  n o r t h  of t h e  a l l e y .  
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9.  The a p p l i c a t i o n  .:as r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  of  Planning and 
Development and Department of T ranspor t a t i on  on June 12 ,  1981. No 
r e p o r t  from e i t h e r  agency was r ece ived  i n  t h e  r e c o r d .  

10 .  Advisory Neighborhood Commission - 2A, by r e s o l u t i o n  da ted  
J u l y  7 ,  1981, supported t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  The ANC noted i t s  b e l i e f  
t h a t  encouraging t h e  use  of  motorcycles he lps  supp lan t  t h e  use  of 
automobi les .  The ANC noted t h a t  t h e r e  has never  been any community 
oppos i t i on  t o  t h i s  l o t ,  and urged a  f i v e  y e a r  approval .  The Board 
concurs w i th  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations of t h e  ANC. 

11. There was no oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND OPINION: 

Based on t h e  f i nd ings  of f a c t  and t h e  evidence of  r eco rd ,  t h e  
Board concludes t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  seek ing  a  s p e c i a l  except ion .  
I n  o r d e r  t o  be g ran ted  such an  except ion ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  must demon- 
s t r a t e  t h a t  i t  has  complied wi th  t h e  requirements  of  Paragraph 3101.46 
and Sub-sect ion 8207.2 of  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions .  The Board concludes 
t h a t  the  a p p l i c a n t  has  s o  complied. 

The Board concludes t h a t  t h e  r eques t ed  park ing  l o t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  
w i th  t h e  approved campus p l a n  f o r  t h e  Un ive r s i t y .  The Board concludes 
t h a t  t h e  proposed use  has  n o t  been and w i l l  n o t  be o b j e c t i o n a b l e  
because of n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c  o r  number of  s t u d e n t s .  The Board concludes 
t h a t  t h e  proposed use i s  a  v a l i d  Un ive r s i t y  f u n c t i o n ,  and a s  an  i n t e r i m  
u s e ,  may be pe rmi t t ed  under t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  . 

The Board concludes t h a t  i t  has  accorded t o  t h e  Advicory Neighbor- 
hood Commission - 2C t h e  "g rea t  weight" t o  which i t  i s  e n t i t l e d .  The 
Board f u r t h e r  concludes t h a t  t h e  s p e c i a l  except ion  can be g ran ted  a s  
i n  harmony wi th  t h e  gene ra l  purpose and i n t e n t  of t h e  Zoning Regula- 
t i o n s  and maps and w i l l  n o t  t end  t o  a f f e c t  adve r se ly  t h e  use  o f  neigh-  
bo r ing  p r o p e r t y  i n  accordance wi th  s a i d  r e g u l a t i o n s  and maps. I t  i s  
t h e r e f o r e  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  GRANTED, SUBJECT t o  t h e  
fo l lowing  CONDITIONS: 

Approval s h a l l  be f o r  a  pe r iod  o f  FIVE YEARS from 
t h e  da t e  of e x p i r a t i o n  of  t h e  prev ious  C e r t i f i c a t e  
of Occupancy which may be renewed a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  
of t h e  Board upon t h e  f i l i n g  of  a  p roper  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

The parking l o t  s h a l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  use by motor- 
c y c l e s ,  motor s c o o t e r s  and b i c y c l e s .  

A l l  a r e a s  devoted t o  driveways,  access  l a n e s ,  and 
park ing  a r e a s  s h a l l  be main ta ined  w i t h  a  paving 
of m a t e r i a l  forming an  a l l -wea the r  impervious 
s u r f a c e .  

Bumper s t o p s  s h a l l  be  e r e c t e d  and mainta ined f o r  
t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a l l  ad jo in ing  b u i l d i n g s .  
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No v e h i c l e  o r  any p a r t  thereof  s h a l l  be pe rmi t t ed  
t o  p r o j e c t  over  any l o t  o r  b u i l d i n g  l i n e  o r  on o r  
over t h e  p u b l i c  space .  

A l l  p a r t s  of t h e  l o t  s h a l l  be kep t  f r e e  of  r e f u s e  
of d e b r i s  and s h a l l  be paved o r  landscaped.  Land- 
scap ing  s h a l l  be mainta ined i n  a h e a l t h y  growing 
cond i t i on  and i n  a n e a t  and o r d e r l y  appearance.  

No o t h e r  use  s h a l l  be conducted from o r  upon t h e  
premises and no s t r u c t u r e  o t h e r  than  an a t t e n d a n t ' s  
s h e l t e r  s h a l l  be e r e c t e d  o r  used upon t h e  premises 
un le s s  such use  o r  s t r u c t u r e  i s  o therwise  pe rmi t t ed  
i n  t he  zoning d i s t r i c t  i n  which t h e  park ing  l o t  i s  
l o c a t e d .  

Any l i g h t i n g  used t o  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  park ing  l o t  o r  
i t s  accessory  b u i l d i n g  s h a l l  be s o  arranged t h a t  a l l  
d i r e c t  r ays  of  such l i g h t i n g  a r e  conf ined t o  t h e  
s u r f a c e  of t h e  park ing  l o t .  

VOTE: 5-0 (Lindsley Will iams,  Will iam F. McIntosh, Connie For tune,  
Douglas J .  P a t t o n  and Charles R .  Nor r i s  t o  GRANT). 

BY ORDER OF THE D . C .  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: k 
Executive D i r e c t o r  

"L (Jc-[ 1981 
FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8204.3 OF THE Z O N I N G  REGULATIONS "NO DECISION OR 
ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER HAVING 
BECOME FINAL PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRACTICE AND 
PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT." 

THIS ORDER OF THE BOARD IS  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS AFTER THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER, UNLESS W I T H I N  SUCH PERIOD AN APPLICATION 
FOR A BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY IS  FILED WITH THE 
DEPARTPENT OF LICENSES, INVESTIGATIONS, AND INSPECTIONS. 


